[image: image1.png]




DECLARATION OF LISBON
The Conference “Democracy in Africa”, held on 24 February 2023 in Lisbon, Portugal, brought us together with the same objective, of uniting our forces and our strategies for the defence of Democracy, Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms and Peace in our countries.
The African continent is confronted with unprecedented political movements characterised by destabilising, sometimes violent, dynamics such as terrorism, questioning and inefficiency the State role, electoral fraud, not to mention the resulting social tensions, as well as the weakening of political institutions, the absence of freedom of expression of the press and its corruption has also succeeded in destabilising countries and regions of this continent, leading us to reaffirm the democratic principles we uphold, and to loudly and forcefully affirm our commitments to Democracy, together with all African men and women.

This political event, which brought us together today, allowed us to exchange points of view, confront opinions and hold a constructive dialogue on the major decisions of politics, geopolitics and the current governance of many countries, and the fight against terrorism in the Sahel and throughout Africa, with the aim of promoting answers and actions that contribute to the consolidation of Democracy, Human Rights, Freedom and Peace, for the benefit of the African peoples.
Thus, in Lisbon, we analyzed the current geopolitical situation of the African continent, the insecurity that countries are experiencing due to terrorist attacks, highlighting the lack of democratic transparency, the repeated electoral fraud that has accompanied numerous elections, demographic growth, the deterioration of women's schooling and their empowerment, the questioning of minorities, social and youth exclusion, political weakening, as well as other relevant issues that affect the present and weigh on the future and development of many countries and regions of the continent.
This has allowed us to better understand national and international issues at these crucial moments and to be able to face the present and future commitments and risks of the continent, particularly with a view to consolidating and promoting Peace, Democracy and Freedom, as fundamental drivers of economic and social development.
Considering: 
· That the Democracy, the respect for Human Rights and fundamental freedoms are basic values and principles of the United Nations;
· That Democracy is the most accomplished form of society, which recognises and respects the freedom and equality of all citizens to the law, and is one of the universal values;
· That the opposite of Democracy is dictatorship, in all its forms and expressions, which implies the denial of equality and the denial of individual rights;
· That free and transparent elections, the independence of the judiciary, the Rule of Law, the division of powers and respect for fundamental rights are the pillars of Democracy and Freedom;
· That the use of technology serve to strengthen Democracy and not to confiscate voters will.
Many situations, in countries around us, are unusual and unacceptable, and should not be tolerated, or are met in a non-transparent and irregular way, because they represent a high risk for the entire African continent and the security of its citizens.
Faced with this challenge, IDC.Africa has taken the decision to take a step forward and create a working group for the defence of State security, Democracy and fundamental freedoms in Africa, with the commitment to observe with total independence, and ensure the necessary follow-up and correction of the multiple and diverse irregularities and arbitrariness committed and which violate the Rule of Law, Human Rights and other laws or universal commitments.
In order to consolidate and move forward the decisions and commitment to the citizens of our African continent discussed at the “Democracy in Africa” Conference, we have signed this document entitled the “DECLARATION OF LISBON”.
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